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The Laguna Beach Independent is the only local 
newspaper exclusively focused on Laguna, and is the 
paper of choice for the community. No other paper 
offers more in-depth coverage on the people, issues 
and events in this dynamic and unique community. 
Every Friday, 14,250 copies are delivered to homes 

and businesses in Laguna, offering advertisers an 
outstanding opportunity to reach and blanket this 
market with one efficient buy.  

DOWNLOAD THE 
APP TODAY!
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UNSURPASSED COVERAGE OF LAGUNA BEACH

H 14,250  COPIES PER WEEK

H 49,875+ READERS

H BLANKET COVERAGE OF HOMES IN LAGUNA 
   BEACH, INCLUDING KEY COMMUNITIES SUCH AS:

• Three Arch Bay  • Lagunita

• Emerald Bay • Irvine Cove

• Laguna Beach Village • Cliff Drive

• Top of the World

 
H BULK DISTRIBUTION TO MORE THAN 100  
     BUSINESSES AND HIGH-VISIBILITY 
     LOCATIONS, INCLUDING:

• Restaurants • Real estate offices

• Doctor’s offices • Retail shopping areas

CIRCULATION AND DISTRIBUTION

Surter rePropert ies .com ·  949 .717 .7100

Surterre Properties®, Inc. does not guarantee accuracy of all data, including all measurements and calculations of area. Information is obtained from various sources and has not been, and will not be, verified by Broker or Agent of MLS. All information should be independently reviewed and verified for accuracy. DRE#01778230

THE VILLAGE · 2060 Ocean Way · $3,125,000
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A Helping Hand

By Daniel Langhorne, 
Special to the Independent

A former Laguna Beach couple 
who lived on Starlit Drive in Blue-
bird Canyon for more than 50 years 
is recuperating from the loss of their 
new home in Paradise after it burned 
in the Camp Fire three weeks after 
they moved in.

Dick and Carol Stein recently left 
their family home in Laguna Beach 
with their daughter Linda to be clos-
er to their great-grandchildren who 
live in Chico. Both in their mid-80s, 
the Steins had just fi nished unpack-

ing belongings at their new home 
when they received two calls from 
local authorities to evacuate—then 
came the knock at the door from a 
police offi cer telling them to get out.

As they got into their cars with 
just the clothes they were wearing, 
the Steins could see a 40-foot wall of 
fl ames approaching their neighbor’s 
house across the street.

“They were having a diffi cult time 
breathing during their escape and 
could barely see the lights in the 
vehicle ahead of them,” said Susan 
Stein, Dick and Carol’s daughter who 

HOLIDAY DIGEST, page 20CAMP FIRE, page 18

 Dick and Carol Stein are recuperating from the loss of their new home in Paradise after it burned in the Camp Fire three weeks 
after they moved in. The couple previously lived in Bluebird Canyon for more than 50 years.

Spanish 
Students 
Hear 
Refugee’s 
Story
By Amy Orr | LB Indy

Immigration is a controversial topic 
in the United States. Some politicians 
see refugees as a threat to national 
security, while others categorize them as 
individuals in need of assistance. Today, 
television and computer screens are fi lled 
with world leaders and their emotionally 
charged opinions on the subject.

Last week, Thurston Middle School 
eighth graders had the opportunity to 
become familiar with the issue of immi-
gration on a personal level. While honing 
their language skills with a long-distance 
pen pal, the middle schoolers discovered 
that they were talking to a Central Amer-
ican refugee. 

Students in Jeffrey Dippel’s 1B Spanish 
class engage with native Spanish speakers 
through an interactive website called 
talkabroad.com. During their recent 
studies of Nicaraguan culture, the 
youngsters had a video chat with a man 
named Allan M.

Allan spent 18 years living in Mana-
gua, Nicaragua. He has regularly spoken 
with Laguna middle schoolers and 

REFUGEE, page 3

Editor’s Note: Welcome to the 
sixth annual Holiday Digest—a 
collection of fiction and nonfiction 
stories published in the Indy by 
members of the Third Street Writ-
ers, a nonprofit dedicated to foster-
ing literary arts in Laguna Beach. 

Third Street Writers hosts a week-

Eight Nights, 
Three Wishes, 
and a China 
Cabinet

COASTAL
REAL ESTATE GUIDE

INSIDE

The Ultimate Real Estate Guide 
for Homebuyers & Owners in 

Newport Beach and Laguna Beach

Download the new 
Indy app for
Apple & Android 

PAGE 8 | A&E

Winners of Art & 
Nature Plein Air 
Show Announced

PAGE 6 | CRIER

Hospitality Night 
Brings Holiday Cheer 
Next Friday

Laguna residents rally to aid longtime neighbors 
after new home burns in Camp Fire
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Frederick Henry Vickers
Sept. 9, 1937 – Nov. 13, 2018

A 30-year resident of Laguna Beach, 
Fred passed away with his beloved wife 
Cathleen at his side. Born in Manila, 
Philippines, Fred at 12 years old moved 
to Texas with his family. He remained 
throughout his life a proud citizen of 
the U.S. After serving in the Korean 
War, he came home to build a success-
ful Bay Area construction company 
that just celebrated 50 years in busi-
ness. Fred and Cathleen spent their 
years together traveling the world and 
enjoying their wonderful friendships 
in Laguna. Fred will be remembered 
for his endlessly positive outlook and 
joy of life. Fred is survived by his wife 

Cathleen and children Tina Adolph, 
Fred Vickers III, Barry Vickers, Ken 
Vickers, Adam Vickers and Andrew 
Cooper.

In lieu of flowers, please make a do-
nation in Fred’s name to the Alzheim-
er’s Association at alz.org. 

P
H

O
TO

 B
Y M

ITC
H

 R
ID

D
ER

Town Crier
IN AND AROUND LAGUNA BEACH

Community Datebook

The City of Laguna Beach and the 
Chamber of Commerce will again joint-
ly sponsor Laguna’s beloved Hospitality 
Night from 5-10 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 7. 
Sing carols, mingle with neighbors and 
watch Santa light the tree in Pepper-
tree parking lot 2, where festivities will 
take place. Lower Forest Avenue will be 
closed to accommodate entertainment 
and merchant open houses. 

Street closures in the downtown 
area will begin at 3:30 p.m. on Friday. 
Portions of Beach Street and the Pepper 
Tree parking lot will be closed to vehicu-
lar traffic prior to and during the event. 
The neighborhood trolleys will run 
from 4 -11 p.m. and free public parking 
will be available at the Forest Avenue and 
Laguna Canyon, lot 11; the Lumberyard, 

lot 12; and the Susi Q Center, lot 13.
For more information, contact Adam 

Gufarotti, senior recreation supervisor, 
at 949-497-0304.

World AIDS Day Vigil This Saturday
World AIDS Day takes place ev-

ery year on Dec. 1. This Saturday, the 
Laguna Beach HIV Advisory Commit-
tee will hold a candlelight vigil on the 
Main Beach Cobblestones at 5 p.m. to 
remember Laguna Beach residents lost 
to the disease. 

In addition, since 2005, the Arts 
Commission has annually recognized 
World AIDS Day on Dec. 1 by install-
ing black and red ribbons on public 
art installations. This year the ribbons 
will be installed on sculptures in the 

Laguna’s beloved Hospitality Night returns on Friday, Dec. 7, and will run 5-10 p.m.

Hospitality Night 
Returns Next Friday

downtown area. The ribbons are funded 
by the lodging establishments and City 
of Laguna Beach.

New Citizens’ Committee Announces 
First Meeting

A new grassroots Citizens Committee 
in Laguna Beach will hold its first meet-
ing on Monday, Dec. 3, from 6:30-8 p.m. 
at the Susi Q Community Center, 380 
3rd Street. 

Former City Council candidate Alli-
son Mathews started the committee and 
said topics for discussion on Dec. 3 will 
include safety and evacuations, develop-
ment, panhandling and homelessness. 

According to the mission statement 
of the bi-partisan group, the committee 
will be also be discussing issues includ-
ing: the environment, crime, affordable 
housing, encroachment, development, 
zoning (including short term rentals, 
ADUs and rehabs), historic preservation, 
animal rights, City Council term limits, 
landscaping and tree removal, under-
grounding of utility lines, fire safety, and 
keeping downtown alive. 

The group said in a statement that 
they “stand united in the spirit of what is 
good for one, is best for all,” that “every 
individual is equal and has an equal say,” 
and that “the majority will rule through 
a democratic vote on proceedings.”

RSVP for the first meeting at lbciti-
zenscommittee@gmail.com

Laguna Beach Seniors to Host Holiday 
Luncheon

The Laguna Beach Seniors’ annual 
Holiday Luncheon is set for Monday, 
Dec. 3, from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Sev-
en7Seven (formerly Tivoli Too), located 
at 777 Laguna Canyon Road. Admission 
is $40 per person and the event includes 
holiday music, prizes and a traditional 
turkey feast. 

Tickets can be purchased online at 
the susiq.org or by contacting Christine 
Brewer at 949-715-8105 or christineb@
thesusiq.org. 

Spark of Love Toy Drive Starts Dec. 7
The Laguna Beach Fire Department, 

in partnership with Southern California 
Firefighters and ABC7, is taking part in 
the Spark of Love Toy Drive. Drop off 
your new, unwrapped toys or sports 
equipment to any of Laguna Beach’s 
four fire stations. There will also be do-
nation bins at Hospitality Night on Fri-
day, Dec. 7. The campaign collects new, 
unwrapped toys and sports equipment 
for underserved children and teens in 
Southern California. For more informa-
tion on the event, contact Firefighter Pat 
Cary at 949-497-0700.

Laguna Canyon Landscape Improve-
ments Begin

Obituaries

John Thomas Hedges 
1952-2018

Due to sudden complications from 
Juvenile Diabetes, John passed away 
Nov. 24, 2018. A Laguna Beach native, 
“Johnny” graduated with the illustri-
ous LBHS Class of ’70. 

Growing up, he worked at his dad’s 
Paint & Glass Store on Forest Avenue. 

After his dad’s retirement, John opened 
a glass and screen shop in town which 
he operated for 22 years.

He loved the outdoors and in his 
younger years he enjoyed his travels in 
Mexico, trips to the desert, riding the 
several motocross bikes he owned, and 
bodysurfing.  Later interests included 
classic cars and fishing trips with his 
son in the Sierra mountains.

After John retired, he liked reminisc-
ing with friends and taking walks in 
town, talking to the many characters in 
Laguna (probably unaware that he was 
one of the characters, himself).

John is survived by son, John H. 
Hedges; daughter-in-law, Nicole Hedg-
es; grandson, John I. Hedges; mother, 
Barbara Hedges; sister, Karen Howlett; 
and brother-in-law, Charlie Howlett.

PAID ANNOUNCEMENTS

PET PEEVES

Show Us the Way
How much do I like the Indy? I’ll tell 

you. I hired a neighbor kid to read the 
entire Indy into a cassette recorder. Now 

I can listen in my car 
about what’s going 
on around town 
while I’m driving 
hands-free around 
town. I feel like a 
detective following 
clues. The one down 
side of this forward 
thinking is that 
the neighbor kid 
is missing his two 

front teeth, so instead of, “The Indy said 
so and so,” it comes out, “The Blindy said 
so and so.” I feel like I’m being directed 
around town by a happy hour drink. 

Imagine my surprise when I’m driving 
down Ocean Avenue and I’m listening to 
the Blindy story, “City Explores One-way 
Ocean Avenue.” What? I slammed on 
the brakes. Was I going the right way? 
Geez, I don’t possess the genetic DNA to 
be a leader, so I looked to see if someone 
was blazing the way ahead of me. Please 
be a leader ahead of me, so I can tell the 
nice policeman who stops me that I was 
just going with traffic. Of course, this 
excuse is heard the most by law enforce-
ment. If they had a nickel for every time 
they heard it, they would collect their 
pensions at 30. I bet I have a nickel to get 
them that early retirement. Yes, a nickel 
for my thoughts should get me out of a 

BY MARK  
D. CRANTZ

CRANTZ, page 16

 DATEBOOK, page 13
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Getting Out

A&E
ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

The winners of the Art & Nature exhibit presented by the Laguna Plein Air Painters Association—

first place: “On Golden Marsh” by Camille Przewodek, second place: Larry Cannon’s “Irresistible 

Force,” and third place: Mary Christie’s “That’s What I Thought.”

Ticketed passengers passing through John Wayne Airport can view a new 

exhibit featuring Hobart “Hobie” Alter through spring 2019. 
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Winners of 
Art & Nature 
Plein Air 
Show 
Announced

The Art & Nature exhibit presented 
by the Laguna Plein Air Painters As-
sociation at the Forest & Ocean Gallery 
from Oct. 29 – Nov. 12 featured 45 
original paintings created by 33 LPAPA 
member artists. A total of 118 original 
works were showcased in the expanded 
online gallery show. 

The award-winning artists were 

‘Annie’ Opens Friday at No Square 
Theatre

No Square Theatre presents the Tony 
Award-winning musical “Annie” this 
Friday, Nov. 30, through Dec. 22, with 
both matinee and evening performances 
Friday-Sunday.

The show is directed by Joe Lau-
derdale and choreographed by Ellen 
Prince. Vocal music is directed by 
Roxanna Ward and the band is directed 
by Christopher W. Smith, at the piano. 
David Cowan is the stage manager, 
and costumes are done by Brigitte 
Harper. Costumes for this production 
are underwritten by a grant from FOA 
Foundation.

Little Orphan Annie, played by Tessa 
Espinola, charms everyone with her 
plucky optimism, despite humble begin-
nings in 1930s New York City while 
treating audiences to favorites like, “It’s a 
Hard Knock Life,” “Easy Street,” “I Don’t 
Need Anything But You,” and the ulti-
mate anthem of optimism, “Tomorrow.”

No Square Theatre is located in His-
toric Legion Hall, 384 Legion Street. For 
tickets and showtimes, visit nosquare.
org. Admission is $12.50 for children 
6-11, and adults from $25-$35. 

Pacific Symphony Presents ‘Holiday 
Classics: Nutcracker Sweet’

Pacific Symphony’s Dec. 6-8 concerts 
entitled, “Holiday Classics: Nutcracker 
Sweet,” open with pianist Markus Groh 
performing the Second Concerto of 
Brahms. Groh was the first German 
musician to win the Queen Elisabeth 
International Competition in 1995. The 
second half of the program will feature 
“Fantasia on a Theme of Thomas Tallis” 
by Ralph Vaughan Williams, a work 
inspired by the music of the English 
Renaissance. The concert also treats the 

audience to Pacific Symphony’s director, 
Carl St. Clair, conducting Billy Stray-
horn, jazz arrangements in a swinging 
“Nutcracker.” 

The concerts include image magnifi-
cation on big screens in the concert hall. 
Concerts begin at 8 p.m. with a preview 
talk hosted by Alan Chapman at 7 p.m. 
Tickets start at $25. For more informa-
tion or to purchase tickets call the box 
office at 714-755-5799 or visit www.
PacificSymphony.org.

Local Artists Open Studio to the Public
Local artists Siân Poeschl, Maggie 

Spencer and Troy Poeschl will open their 
studios at 2711 Laguna Canyon Road 
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 8, for their 
annual sale of fused glass, photography, 
mixed media and sculpture along with 
gift items. A seconds table with heav-
ily discounted pieces “will offer all the 
experiments that didn’t turn out quite 
right,” a statement from the artists stated.

Troy Poeschl exhibits at the Festival of 
Arts and has been a frequent exhibitor 
in the Yosemite Renaissance Exhibi-
tion plus the Sawdust Festival, where 
Maggie Spencer and Sian Poeschl also 
exhibit their work. “This is our annual 
studio clear out,” Spencer said. “It’s the 
only time we open up the 
studio to the public and 
it’s a great fun to catch up 
with friends and celebrate 
the season.” Spencer will 
also offer studio classes 
providing an opportunity 
to make holiday orna-
ments. Sign up at www.
maggiespencer.com.

A percentage of all 
sales will be donated to 
the Craft Emergency 
Relief Fund, which provides 
financial help to artists who 
have lost their studios due 

to the fires. “CERF+ helped us during 
the 2010 floods, now it is our opportu-
nity to help our fellow artists,” said Sian 
Poeschl. 

Donations may be made through a 
purchase or directly to www.cerfplus.org.

Pacific Chorale Joins Symphony for 
Handel’s ‘Messiah’

A beloved holiday tradition, Handel’s 
celebrated oratorio—with its blazing 
trumpets, thundering timpani and 
spectacular “Hallelujah!” chorus—pro-
vides a moment during the busy season 
to experience reflection, renewal and 
joy. Awe-inspiring sounds of praise 
ring out as Pacific Symphony is joined 
by Pacific Chorale for the triumphant 
annual holiday celebration, “Handel’s 
Glorious Messiah,” celebrating the birth 
of Christ. A holiday tradition across the 
world, “Messiah” has been performed 
for more than 275 years, but with each 
new conductor, orchestra and soloists, 
it becomes a fresh and newly invigorat-
ing experience. This year Christopher 
Warren-Green mans the podium to lead 
the Symphony along with the Chorale 
and a host of globally distinguished 
soloists, including the soprano Klara 
Ek, counter-tenor David Trudgen, tenor 

Nicky Spence and bass-baritone Daniel 
Okulitch. Full of brilliant choral writing, 
“Messiah” energizes its audience and 
leaves them singing, “Hallelujah!”

“Handel’s Glorious Messiah” takes 
place on Sunday, Dec. 9, at 3 p.m., at the 
Renée and Henry Segerstrom Concert 
Hall. Tickets start at $44. For more 
information or to purchase tickets, call 
714-755-5799 or visit www.PacificSym-
phony.org.

Funding Available for Cultural Arts
The City of Laguna Beach is cur-

rently accepting grant applications from 
nonprofit organizations for cultural pro-
gramming based in Laguna Beach. The 
deadline to submit an application is Feb. 
4. Submit online at www.lagunabeachc-
ity.slideroom.com.

John Wayne Airport Exhibit Celebrates 
Hobie Alter

Ticketed passengers passing through 
John Wayne Airport can view a new 
exhibit featuring Hobart “Hobie” Alter, 
a Southern California native known for 
inventing the “Hobie Cat” catamaran 
and changing the way people use the 
water for surfing and sailing. 

The Vi Smith Concourse Gallery on 
the departure level features 
photographs and memora-
bilia celebrating the lifetime 
achievements of the water-
sports pioneer, including a 
photo of Hobie and his wife, 
Sharon, made for Kodak, 
stages of surfboard produc-
tion, and shots from Hobie’s 
life celebration. 

For more information 
about the airport’s art 
programs, visit www.ocair.
com/terminal/artexhibits. 
The exhibit will run through 
spring 2019.

announced during a gallery reception 
on Nov. 10. The first place award went 
to “On Golden Marsh” by Camille 
Przewodek, Larry Cannon took second 
place for “Irresistible Force,” and third 
place went to Mary Christie for “That’s 
What I Thought.” Honorable men-

tion awards were given to Nanette 
Briers for her painting “Golden Hour” 
and to Esther Engelman for “Nature’s 
Simplicity.”

LPAPA’s next gallery reception to 
celebrate their upcoming show, “Town 
& Country,” an annual juried art show 

celebrating the landscape where the 
cities meet the pasture, will take place 
Saturday, Jan. 7, at Forest & Ocean 
Gallery.
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ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES & BENEFITS
H 14,250 copies – more than 49,875+ readers/issue (92651 Zip Code)

H Blanket coverage of homes in Laguna Beach

H Reaches more residents and business owners than any other paper

H All display ads are in FULL COLOR – no other paper can offer this benefit!

H Tabloid format maximizes readership and advertiser visibility

 H Advertisers are included in our digital edition, with links directly to websites 
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2021 Rates Advertising Rates   

Full  $800 $665 $575 $525

Inside Front Cover  $960 $795 $690 $630

Back Cover  $960 $795 $690 $630

2/3-PAGE  $635 $530 $465 $420

1/2-PAGE  $535 $450 $390 $355

1/4-PAGE  $290 $240 $210 $190

1/8-PAGE  $150 $125 $110 $100

     

Front Page Strip  $525  $500  $475  $450 

Section Strip  $250  $225  $200  $175

Front Leaderboard  $475  $450 $425  $400    

   

Business Card  $80  $70  $60  $50 

Classified  $40  $35  $30  $25

Shared frequency for advertising in the Laguna Beach Independent and the Newport Beach  Independent.  

Prices for inserts, wraps or other provided upon request.

COMBO
Advertise in both papers and receive an additional 5% discount off of earned frequencies. 
 
NOTES
• All rates are net per insertion

• Early pay discount of 2% if publisher is paid in advance of sale date
• Nonprofit organizations: Entitled to a 50% discount from open rates
• First-time advertisers must prepay for their first ad
• Basic typesetting and ad layout is included. Creative ad design will be billed at $75 per hour 

CONTRACT INFORMATION 
• A contract is required to secure frequency discounts.
• Cancellations must be received in writing one week prior to space reservation deadline. 
• If fewer insertions are run than contracted for, the advertiser agrees to pay the difference between rates paid and rates earned.
• Publisher shall not be liable for damages as a result of an advertisement failing to be published.
• Positioning of the ad is at the discretion of the publisher, except when advertisers pay for preferred position and/or are 
  promised a specific position in writing. 

DEADLINES
• Space must be reserved by noon Tuesday
• Camera-ready materials due by noon Wednesday

SIZE  OPEN 13x 26x 52x

SIZE  OPEN 13x 26x 52x

SIZE  OPEN 13x 26x 52x
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ADVERTISING SPECIFICATIONS

FULL PAGE
9 (W) X 14(H)

FULL PAGE
HALF
PAGE

(VERT.)

EIGHTH
PAGE

(HOR.)

1/2 PAGE VERT.
4.5(W) X 13.675 (H)

1/8 PAGE 
4.5(W) X 3.325(H)

2/3 PAGE
6.75(W) X 10.5(H)

1/8 PAGE VERT. 
2.125(W) X 6.75(H)

TWO THIRDS 
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1/2 PAGE
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BANNER AD
9(W) X 2(H)

TOP LEADERBOARD 
BANNER AD
9(W) X 1(H)

BANNER AD

QUARTER
PAGE

(HOR.)

1/4 PAGE HOR.
4.5(W) X 6.75(H)

1/4 PAGE VERT.
2.125(W) X 13.675 (H)
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2.875(W) X 1.875(H)
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PRE-PRESS GUIDELINES: Laguna Beach Independent is a 
Macintosh-format Computer-to-Plate (CTP) environment, and 
Adobe InDesign is the primary page layout program. Print-ready 
PDF and InDesign documents are the preferred material formats. 
All files will pass through a preflight operation to confirm that all 
elements are present and correct. If there are problems, we will 
contact you and work to resolve them (with applicable charges). To 
minimize problems, please read and follow the guidelines below.

DIGITAL FILE REQUIREMENTS: We accept the following digital 
file formats: PDF, TIFF, or JPEG images. High-resolution files of at 
least 180 dpi are required. Please package or collect all support files 
including fonts. Convert all PMS spot colors used in any application 
to CMYK.

IMAGES: All images must be submitted (grayscale or CMYK) 
as native Photoshop PSD, EPS, JPEG, or TIFF at 180 dpi. Images 
supplied at lower resolution will result in an inferior print quality 
that will not be the publisher’s responsibility. Any images supplied 
as RGB, index, lab or containing color profiles will be converted to 
CMYK, which may result in an undesirable color shift. We cannot 
be responsible for files supplied in formats other than CMYK. 
Scaling, rotating or other image manipulation must be done prior to 
placement in the page layout program.

PDF FILES: Print ready PDF files are acceptable only if they meet 
size, color and resolution requirements as detailed in the Images 
section above.

DELIVERY INFORMATION: Submitting your ads can be done in 
any one of three following ways:

1. Mail/Overnight Delivery ** 
2. Via Our FTP site 
3. Email (Not to exceed 5MB in size) 
**by mail or overnight delivery, please send your ad (please 
include a suitable content proof) to Ad Coordinator LBindy 385 
Second Street, Laguna Beach, CA 92651. Please check with your 

ad coordinator to receive prior approval before sending your ad 
via email. The ad coordinator will provide you the proper email 
address. Proofs are still required for electronically submitted 
ads (see Proof Policy above for requirements). A file (JPG) 
can also be supplied as a content proof, but must be clearly 
labeled as such.  Firebrand Media LLC maintains an FTP (File 
Transfer Protocol) site to support advertisers in the quick and 
easy electronic delivery of digital ad files. FTP is a simple way to 
transmit large files over the internet. However, content proofs are 
still required for electronically submitted.

PROOF POLICY: Content Proofs * A content proof is required for 
all ads.  A content proof can be provided as either a hardcopy print 
or a low-resolution JPEG file. A JPEG content proof file should be 
clearly labeled “Proof” to differentiate it from the high-resolution 
ad file. For instructions on creating a JPEG, click here. * All content 
proofs must be generated at 100% and include crop marks.

AD SUBMISSION: Please send or email materials and direct 
questions to the following:

Laguna Beach Independent c/o Firebrand Media, LLC 
Attn: Tina Leydecker 
580 Broadway, Ste. 301, Laguna Beach, CA 92651 
Phone: 949-715-4100  Fax: 949-715-4106 
tina@firebrandmediainc.com

CONTACT INFORMATION:

ART QUESTIONS
Contact art dept. with any artwork questions:  
artdept@firebrandmediainc.com

LOG ON CREDENTIALS:
Please contact tina@firebrandmediainc.com  
for FTP upload info.

LEADERBOARD  BANNER 
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“Our Town-Our Paper” 

IN ADDITION TO LAGUNA BEACH INDEPENDENT, FIREBRAND MEDIA PUBLISHES  
A WIDE PORTFOLIO OF PRINT AND DIGITAL MEDIA, INCLUDING:

For more information, contact your Firebrand Media representative  
or Steve Zepezauer, CEO & Editorial Director  

(steve@firebrandmediainc.com).  
Visit us online at firebrandmediainc.com

» Montage Magazine: The in-room publication for Montage Hotels & Resorts
» Bespoke Concierge Magazine: A luxury travel publication distributed at the top hotel concierge in New York. 
» Sea Island Life magazine: The official publication for Sea Island Resort and residences
» Newport Beach Country Club Magazine: Official NBCC magazine    for members and guests.
» Pacific Coast magazine: California Iconic lifestyle magazine
» Salamander magazine: The in-room publication for Salamander Hotels & Resorts
» Monarch Beach Resort Moments magazine: The in-room publication for Monarch Beach Resort
» Laguna Beach Magazine: An award-winning city publication for Laguna Beach, California
» Newport Beach Magazine: An award-winning city publication for Newport Beach, California
» OCinSite.com: A coastal Orange County lifestyle portal
» Newport Beach Independent: The weekly newspaper of choice for Newport Beach
» Coastal Real Estate Guide: Reaches more than 70,000 affluent readers in Laguna and Newport 
» On The Menu: On The Menu Laguna Beach is the ultimate go-to dining guide for locals and visitors.
» Laguna Beach City Guide: A comprehensive resource to shopping, dining and entertainment in Laguna Beach.
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Kelly Perkins

949.310.3754

kellyperkins@compass.com 

kellyperkinsproperties.com

DRE 01932146

“Kelly Found Us An 
Off-Market Property 
That Became Our 
Dream Home.” — T&M

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01991628. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is 
compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and 
square footages are approximate.  

Referrals are the heartbeat of my business
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By Daniel Langhorne | LB Indy
A Laguna Beach couple recent-

ly suffered a setback in their effort 
to overturn the California Coastal 
Commission’s levy of a $1 million fine 
for failing to obtain permits to build a 
seawall at their oceanfront home.

On Dec. 4, a three-judge panel with 
the Fourth Appellate District upheld 
the Coastal Commission’s fine and 
a cease and desist order, mandating 
Jeffrey and Tracy Katz remove the 
seawall and other improvements not 
green-lighted by the state agency.

“In sum, we find no abuse of discre-
tion as to the Coastal Commission’s 
penalty order,” the appellate court said. 
“The Katzes have shown no basis for 
this court to absolve them of the prop-
erly imposed $1 million administrative 
penalty.”

The Katzes’ argument partially 
turned on whether the work at 11 
Lagunita constituted a major remod-
el, which requires a thorough public 
review by city and state officials. The 
Coastal Commission held that con-
struction that tore the building down 
to a skeletal frame, exceeded routine 
repair and maintenance that requires 
far less governmental review.

The trouble started back in 2016 
after Laguna Beach issued building 
permits to 11 Lagunita LLC but didn’t 
classify it as a major remodel. The 
Katzes also didn’t apply for a develop-
ment permit at that time, following 
city staffers’ determination the re-
model was exempt, according to court 
records.

In January 2017, a neighbor request-
ed the city issue a cease and desist 
order after observing extensive con-

CITATIONS, page 21

COVID, page 22

By Justine Amodeo | LB Indy
Emergency Medicine physician Dr. 

Anita Wang of Laguna Beach says 
“the surge is here.” Wang, who has 
a functional medicine practice in 
Laguna Beach when she’s not being 
called to county field hospitals to help 
with an influx of stabilized COVID-19 
patients, said that since the Thanks-
giving holiday, entire families are 
contracting the virus, which has killed 
over 1,718 people in Orange County. 

The vaccine, which is being dis-
tributed to frontline workers and 
other high-risk individuals first and 
should reach the general population 
by March, “will help eradicate the 
virus,” said Wang, who worked to 
combat infectious diseases like SARS 
in China when it broke out years ago. 
“But it’s not a silver bullet. Respiratory 
etiquette - handwashing, not touch-
ing your face – wearing a mask and 
staying home if you are infectious,” 
is crucial, she said. “We have this ma-
chismo, ‘I went to work and powered 
through it.’ During this pandemic, 35 
percent of people with COVID went 
to work sick.”

Laguna Physicians Confront 
the COVID-19 Surge

By Daniel Langhorne | LB Indy
Laguna Beach hasn’t fined any 

businesses for violating a regional 
health order that bans on-site din-
ing at restaurants, the city manager 
shared Wednesday.

An absence of enforcement action 
could reflect Laguna Beach restau-
ranteurs willingness to limit their 
operations to only delivery and 
takeout.

“The City is still working with 
restaurants to gain compliance and 
has not yet issued any fines,” City 
Manager John Pietig wrote in an 
email. “If issued, fines could range 
from $100 to $500 per violation.”

Laguna Beach moved over the 
weekend of Dec. 6 to remove tables, 
chairs, and umbrellas from dining 
and retail decks at the Promenade 
on Forest Avenue. Restaurants were 
also instructed to remove tables 
and chairs from temporary parklets 
citywide.

Beyond these measures, Laguna 
Beach has focused attention on 
educating businesses about the stay 
at home order’s restrictions rather 
than writing citations. Laguna Beach 
police officers and civilian support 
staffers handed informative flyers to 
downtown businesses last week.

City Officials Haven’t 
Cited Businesses for 
Flouting State Order

Last weekend, while many coun-
ty residents continue to protest the 
regional stay at home order that went 
into effect last Sunday, the Orange 
County Health Care Agency reported 
more than 5,200 cases, with 3,250 
more cases reported Monday. Some 
1,486 county residents are in hospitals 
with the region’s ICU capacity for 
virus patients dropping to 0.5 percent.

In Laguna Beach, of the 407 cases 
reported since March, half of them 
were in the first two weeks of Decem-
ber according to Dr. Gregg DeNicola, 
chief medical officer and primary care 
physician at Caduceus Medical Group, 
where in the group’s three locations, 
40 percent of the staff has come down 
with the virus since March.

“[Our staff] are around patients 
all day, and while N95 masks are 95 
percent effective, 5 percent [of cases 
of the virus] get past the mask. We 
send them home and wait until they 
test negative before they come back,” 
DeNicola said. 

The problem, he said, is that once 
patients test positive, the Orange 

Laguna Couple Loses 
Appeal to Set Aside 
$1M Fine, Seawall 
Removal Order

APPEAL, page 20

Chabad Jewish Center of Laguna Beach hosted its first-ever Menorah Car Parade on Dec. 13 
in light of state guidelines for COVID-19. About 30 carloads of Chanukah revelers joined in 
the drive from the South Laguna site to Boat Canyon. Visit lagunabeachindy.com to see more 
photos of the event.

Car Menorah Parade Shines Bright in Dark Times
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LAGUNA BEACH & NEWPORT BEACH COMMUNITIES

FEATURED PROPERTY: LAGUNA BEACH

Emerald Bay Home Ideal for Entertaining Along the Oceanfront

Offering Price: $17,950,000  |  Address: 199 Emerald Bay, Laguna Beach
Agent info: Rob Giem, COMPASS 

rob@robgiem.com, 949.933.7046

This Emerald Bay oceanfront residence features panoramic views of the ocean, sunsets and crashing 
whitewater below from its cliff-top setting. Occupying one of the largest parcels in Emerald Bay with 
nearly 100 feet of ocean frontage, the five-bedroom, five-bathroom home is positioned to capture 
sprawling views from every major room. 

The unique topography of the lot gently descends toward the water’s edge, with spacious terraces 
and gardens, as well as a private spa overlooking the cove. Through a private gate, the waters of the 
cove below are easily accessed. The home is a blend of contemporary design and dramatic volume 
(near to 20 feet in some locations) and walls of glass opening to the vistas. Honed limestone, 
bleached woods and crisp white walls combine to make rooms that feature expanses of glass framing 
the azure waters. 

Approximately 7,100 square feet of living area is designed for comfortable living, to maximize 
views, and proves an inviting plan for entertaining as well.

By Holly Schwartz 
McDonald

Is being a center for the 
arts a valuable asset to your 
home and neighborhood? 
It’s no secret that Laguna 
Beach is known for all of 
the artistic venues and 
galleries that it offers. 
The city is famous for the 
Festival of the Arts, the 
Sawdust Art Festival, the 
monthly art walks, and for housing 
literally hundreds of galleries that 
can be found throughout town.

Newport Beach also features 
many arts attractions and events. 
The Newport Beach city website 
offers opportunities for artists and 
also mentions some of the artistic 
offerings in the city art exhibitions 
at the library, public art sculptures 

around town, Sunday 
musicals at the central 
library, concerts on the 
green when weather is 
nice, the Newport Beach 
Film Festival, as well 
as several art galleries/
gardens.

Is there any 
correlation between 
arts in the community 
and desirability of a 

city? According to Realtor.com, 
people want to live near iconic art. 
Landmarks or sought-after features 
add a desirability factor for residents. 
Also, the use of art plus culture to 
form connections in the community 
is attractive to people. A major 
example of this is the High Line in 
NYC. The transformation of this 
area drew people to it, making it a 

sought-after neighborhood. The 
same conclusion can be drawn in 
our own localities. For instance, the 
hub of art galleries in Laguna Beach 
is an attraction that entices others 
who appreciate them.

A Princeton University Center 
for Arts and Cultural Policy Studies 
conducted research that shows that 
the arts are good for your health, 
creativity, and mental wellbeing. 
You don’t need a prescription 
for that! How is art good for 
our health? The enjoyment of it 
apparently reduces stress, which is 
of course health-friendly. Events and 
attractions also offer opportunities 
for volunteering or to be involved 
in the arts, which are both linked to 
better health as well as creativity. The 
study also notes that communities 
with a presence of artists and art 

organizations are found to have 
lower rates of delinquency and 
crime. It would follow that those 
are characteristics of communities 
that would be more appealing, and 
therefore more valuable.

 There appears to be good reason 
to support the presence of the 
arts in our communities. From 
the magnetic allure to the benefits 
they reap in fostering healthy, safe 
communities, it makes sense that our 
cities should proudly exhibit their 
love and support of the arts. Why is 
living in an area with arts important 
to you?  

Holly Schwartz is a Realtor with 
Villa Real Estate who lives in Newport 
Beach and has been featured on 
HGTV’s “House Hunters.” She can be 
reached with comments or story ideas 
at HSchwartz@VillaRealEstate.com. 

ASK THE EXPERT

Is There a Link Between the Arts and Home Values?

Holly McDonald

FROM THE PUBLISHERS OF
“Our Town-Our Paper” 
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HIllside Estate
A sprawling home in San   
Juan Capistrano is full of       
action-packed amenities  
inside and out.

Desert Compound
Antique  elements are    
integrated with rammed-
earth construction in      
Rancho Mirage.

Going Rustic
Southern California interior 
designers are combining 
industrial design with
farmhouse chic.

Buying Paradise
Residents of homes in 
resort communities are 
relishing the benefi ts of a      
permanent vacation.
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A Helping Hand

By Daniel Langhorne, 
Special to the Independent

A former Laguna Beach couple 
who lived on Starlit Drive in Blue-
bird Canyon for more than 50 years 
is recuperating from the loss of their 
new home in Paradise after it burned 
in the Camp Fire three weeks after 
they moved in.

Dick and Carol Stein recently left 
their family home in Laguna Beach 
with their daughter Linda to be clos-
er to their great-grandchildren who 
live in Chico. Both in their mid-80s, 
the Steins had just fi nished unpack-

ing belongings at their new home 
when they received two calls from 
local authorities to evacuate—then 
came the knock at the door from a 
police offi cer telling them to get out.

As they got into their cars with 
just the clothes they were wearing, 
the Steins could see a 40-foot wall of 
fl ames approaching their neighbor’s 
house across the street.

“They were having a diffi cult time 
breathing during their escape and 
could barely see the lights in the 
vehicle ahead of them,” said Susan 
Stein, Dick and Carol’s daughter who 

HOLIDAY DIGEST, page 20CAMP FIRE, page 18

 Dick and Carol Stein are recuperating from the loss of their new home in Paradise after it burned in the Camp Fire three weeks 
after they moved in. The couple previously lived in Bluebird Canyon for more than 50 years.

Spanish 
Students 
Hear 
Refugee’s 
Story
By Amy Orr | LB Indy

Immigration is a controversial topic 
in the United States. Some politicians 
see refugees as a threat to national 
security, while others categorize them as 
individuals in need of assistance. Today, 
television and computer screens are fi lled 
with world leaders and their emotionally 
charged opinions on the subject.

Last week, Thurston Middle School 
eighth graders had the opportunity to 
become familiar with the issue of immi-
gration on a personal level. While honing 
their language skills with a long-distance 
pen pal, the middle schoolers discovered 
that they were talking to a Central Amer-
ican refugee. 

Students in Jeffrey Dippel’s 1B Spanish 
class engage with native Spanish speakers 
through an interactive website called 
talkabroad.com. During their recent 
studies of Nicaraguan culture, the 
youngsters had a video chat with a man 
named Allan M.

Allan spent 18 years living in Mana-
gua, Nicaragua. He has regularly spoken 
with Laguna middle schoolers and 

REFUGEE, page 3

Editor’s Note: Welcome to the 
sixth annual Holiday Digest—a 
collection of fiction and nonfiction 
stories published in the Indy by 
members of the Third Street Writ-
ers, a nonprofit dedicated to foster-
ing literary arts in Laguna Beach. 

Third Street Writers hosts a week-

Eight Nights, 
Three Wishes, 
and a China 
Cabinet
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Winners of Art & 
Nature Plein Air 
Show Announced
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Hospitality Night 
Brings Holiday Cheer 
Next Friday

Laguna residents rally to aid longtime neighbors 
after new home burns in Camp Fire
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